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Please contact: 
Richard Cooke
Your ref: 


Our ref: 


Date: 
18th May 2011
	
	Children and Adults – learning and caring directorate

Gun Wharf, Dock Road

Chatham, Kent  

ME4 4TR

Telephone: 01634 306000

  Direct line: 01634 334004

Facsimile: 01634 332186    
e-mail: richard.cooke@medway.gov.uk

Director: Rose Collinson


Dear Colleague

Urgent: Food preparation in nurseries

Following a recent inquest into the death of a child in a nursery, Ofsted has decided to share the concerns of the Coroner with inspectors and also with local authorities. We are passing on this information as a matter of urgency. The details are as follows:


The young child choked on a small piece of sausage and, despite the best efforts of the staff to dislodge it and subsequently of medical staff, the child sadly died. The sausage created a ‘perfect plug’ in the child’s throat. The risk of this occurring, although slight, can be further reduced by ensuring that food such as sausage is cut lengthways rather than in a manner which creates a small round food particle.


The inquest also identified that the first aid training for nursery staff may not sufficiently equip staff to be able to dislodge small items of food from young children, particularly when firm tummy thrusts are required. 

Ofsted will also be notifying the Department for Education of the Coroner’s concerns for consideration as part of their revisions to the Early Years Foundation Stage.
Medway Early Years Services will be contacting all the First Aid Training Providers that are on it’s “approved list” so that they can reassure us that the courses they offer do adequately cover techniques to deal with all likely choking issues. We suggest you contact your First Aid training provider if you have any concerns.

You may also wish to review your food preparation procedures in light of the above information.

Yours faithfully,

Richard Cooke

Principal Officer, Early Years Services

_____________________________________________________________

This information is available in other formats and languages from the above contact number or e:mail address.


